From the Desk of the President

“Special
thanks to
Johnny
Hemingway, Earl
Cheal, Sam
Nelson,
and a great
group of
OCS Candidates who
raised some
80 Flags
along Victory Drive. ”

Your Newsletter – we hope you are enjoying the new and improved look and format. We want to
thank you new Editor for this fresh appearance and style. Now we need your articles.
Membership in the chapter is always voluntary ... but we do hope you will continue to choose to
be part of the Fort Benning Chapter of MOAA. New Members for the month of June: COL Patrick
Donahoe, Chief of Staff, Fort Benning; LTC (Ret) Carl Hopp, Supervisor Army Soldier for Life
team; CPT (Ret) Jay Wilkoff, Veteran Service Officer, and VA expert; and
Recruiting is everyone’s business. The Fort Benning area has over 1,000 MOAA members, and
many other Active, Reserve Component, and former officers. We are asking that you talk with one
of these individuals that you know and invite them to become part of our Chapter. Members count
when it comes to voicing our concerns to members of Congress over Retirement Systems changes,
Commissary changes that will raise prices on enlisted and Junior Officers, where it hurts the most,
changes to TriCare that carry financial burdens on those least able to deal with them, and other
cuts.
Scholarship presentations. We have presented a $500 Scholarship to “Samuel Derosiers” who
is in the Columbus State University ROTC Program. Ben Stahl and his scholarship committee is
working on selecting the other recipients. At are June meeting, see separate article we were able to
make presentations of our Scholarships, and we were fortunate
to have as our Guest Speaker the Chief of Staff, COL Patrick
Donahoe.
Army Flag Day and 4th of July. June 14 is the Army Birthday – so to the Army HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Getting ready for
the 4th of July weekend, and Celebrating our Nations Birthday,
and we celebrate the 239th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence. we offer special thanks to Johnny Hemingway,
Earl Cheal, Sam Nelson, and a great group of OCS Candidates
who raised some 80 Flags along Victory Drive. They are Beautiful. We support this Patriotic effort with passion and pride,
and the Columbus Police Department who watches for their
safety, and to ALL OUR Volunteers – WE SALUTE YOU.
GEORGIA MOAA Convention. This year the 2015 Convention for GEORGIA MOAA will be in St Marys, and Kings Bay.
Please join us and let’s see if we can get a great Fort Benning
crowd to the Georgia Convention, October 15-17. Go to
http://kbmoaa.org/ and look at the great time right next to St Mary’s Georgia. Hope to have 1-2
full tables of Benning friends all having Fun.
Special thanks to Frank McCanham for the great support of the Georgia and DOD recognition of
Vietnam era veterans. See the special article.
I look forward to seeing you at our July event, and we are working on a possible Dinner.
Very respectfully,
Biff Hadden
President

The Chapter meeting was held at the Benning Club. It was a
good turnout for the Chapter. There were several special events
at the meeting. These included a Vietnam Honor Certificate
presentation to Carl Hopp, the presentation of Fort Benning

In May, the State of Georgia Department of Veterans Service, and DOD, presented special Certificates of Honor,
and lapel Pins from the Department of Defense (DoD), to
those who served during Vietnam. For any who have not
been recognized, please provide your name, rank, and the
dates of your service in Vietnam, to Biff Hadden. LTC (Ret)
Carl Hopp was recognized May 19, but his certificate had a
miss-spelling in his name. At the May 23 meeting he was
presented with a new certificate by Rich Williams with the
DoD Vietnam Commemoration Commission.

Our Chapter Proudly presented two $1000 Scholarships and a $500 Scholarship all for Academics, Citizenship,
and achievement in school at the meeting. The Scholarship recipients are: John Clark Auer, who will be attending Georgia Southwestern and playing Soccer, Madeline Ray, who will be attending University of Georgia, and
Haley Karabasz, who will be attending Oxford University in association with CSU.

We had the special privilege of having COL Patrick Donahoe, a superb Armor
Officer, and the Chief of Staff for the Maneuver Center of Excellence as our
Guest Speaker. He brought us an update on Fort Benning, the focus of the
Maneuver Center of Excellence as it continue to focus on the training of Infantry and Armor soldiers and Officers, and spent time answer questions. It was
extremely informative and really appreciated.

Chapter Transition Liaison

SMOOTH MOVE: It’s that time of year when
military families are planning to separate, retire,
or move on to their next assignment. A smooth
move doesn’t just happen; it has to be planned
and planned well. The following are suggestions
that will serve you well in your transition from the
military. Build a cash stash early in your career
and place in a separate savings account so you
can’t use it. You should have at least 6-12 months
expenses to carry you over while you search for a
civilian job. This will help you be more selective in
choosing the job you want. You will also avoid debt
as you get outfitted for the job search. It will also
help supplement your income should you decide to
return to school. Keep in mind when you leave the
military you lose your tax free housing allowance,
subsistence allowance and inexpensive or no-cost
life and health insurance for you and your family.
Please pass this on to any of your family members,
neighbors, friends, who may know of Military
Officers that are in the 90 days ‘window of retirement/separation’. Also, request you invite them to
our monthly meetings. (reprinted Jax Northeaster
Newsletter)

is the 7th month of the year and one of 7 months
with the length of 31 days. It was named by the Roman
Senate to honor the Roman General, Julius Caesar, it being
the month of his birth. Prior to that, it was called Quintilis.
The birthstone for July is Ruby; symbolling contentment.
July is known for Independence Day, and Bastille Day but
did you know July has some tasty food observances too?
Here are a few from that list:
-Eat Beans Day (July 3)
-Macaroni Day (July 7)
-Gummi Worm Day (July 15)
-National Hot Dog Month
-Ice Cream Day (third Sunday of the month)
-Blueberry Month
When the grills get going and the fireworks launch this
Fourth of July, what will you remember about America’s
most patriotic holiday? Here are some surprising facts to
help you bone up on your Independence Day:
“Yankee Doodle” was originally sung by British military officers who mocked the unorganized and buckskin-wearing
“Yankees” with whom they fought during the French and
Indian War, prior to the Revolutionary War.
The oldest celebration is in the smallest state: Most celebrations didn’t become regular until the 19th century, but the
Bristol Fourth of July Parade in Bristol, R.I., claims to be
the oldest continuous Independence Day celebration in the
United States, held every year since 1785.

Q. 1. You’re having a cookout in the backyard, and the
hamburgers are ready for the grill. How can you tell if
the burgers are done and safe to eat?
A. You cooked them 4 minutes per side
B. A thermometer inserted in the middle of the patties
registers at least 160 °F
C. They are brown in the middle and no pink is showing
D. The dog ate one from the grill and he survived
Q 2. Unwashed hands are a prime cause of foodborne
illness and it’s recommended you wash hands with
warm soapy water. How many seconds should you
take for hand washing?
A. 10 seconds
B. 20 seconds
C. 25 seconds
D. Till the water turns cold

The second and third presidents, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson; respectively, both signed the Declaration of
Independence and both men died on the 50th anniversary
of the signing.

Q 3. Since only the inside of melons (watermelon,
cantaloupe, honeydew melons, etc.) is eaten, their
outer rind does not need to be washed.
A. True B. False
Q 4. Which of the following is considered a perishable food item? A. Seafood B. Cooked vegetables
C. Peeled or cut fruits & raw vegetables D. All of
the above E. Only those foods you don’t really like.
ANSWERS: 1. B 2. B 3. False 4. D

half the year is gone already! Time flies by too quickly. Our chapter
has added new members and there have been some changes that will result
in even more FUN and FRIENDSHIPS, as we all come together in support
of each other. Please help the MOAA Ft Benning Chapter - your club - be
the best it can be with record attendance this year. Remember to always invite your friends and family members to the meetings. This can be the best
year for us if we Plan to Make Time to Take Time for the MOAA Chapter monthly meetings. There are new and
fun ideas we will be introducing in the upcoming months so make sure to join us. You make a difference and we
want to hear your thoughts on ideas you think would be grand to try! Send your comments to: trishhadden1@
gmail.com
The June MOAA Spouses & Auxiliary Meeting was well attended
and was a walk down memory lane for many in the group as the guest
speaker, Bridgett Siter, shared stories and pictures of Ft Benning ‘s
historical beginning up to the current additions on this beloved base.
Bridgett is the Directorate of Family & Morale, Welfare and Recreation for FT Benning and is well versed in many of the special stories of
some of the more well-known soldiers that left their footprints on the
red Georgia clay. There were many comments throughout as someone
recognized a building, or home and recalled their experience. Bridgett
talked about the Doughboy Stadium and how it came about, and one
of our members, Sally Leuer , has the distinguished honor to say that
her husband, MG (RET) Ken Leuer, was at one time, a Doughboy! It
was wonderful to hear so many positive remarks about the presentation.
Thank you to all who attended!
As a little reminder, All members are invited, welcomed AND
ENCOURAGED to attend all Local , State and National MOAA Meetings and Functions. We are only as strong
as our members and we have a large membership base in the Columbus and surrounding communities. Invite
your friends that have been missing MOAA meetings to come and check us out!
MOAA FAMILY NEWS UPDATES:
Sympathy & Get Well Updates:
Let us recognize the news in your family! HavIf you know of any Member who has lost a
ing a new baby or grandchild, did someone win
loved
one, is sick or had an accident, please noan award, lottery, write a book, go on a grand
tify Fran Cady,
vacation or is there a wedding around the cor706-761-7064, cadyfran@gmail.com
ner? Please let us know and we will share the
good news in the newsletter.
Send it to: cadyfran@gmail.com
Little “OOPS” Reminder:
If you have somehow overlooked your annual
membership dues, please plan to take care of
that matter as soon as possible. Thanks for your
support of our MOAA Chapter!

FBAC MOAA CALENDAR FOR 2015

Jul 21………………………………………………………………………Chapter Meeting
Aug 18………………………………………………………………………Chapter Meeting
Sep 15………………………………………………………………………Chapter Meeting
Oct 20 ………………………………………………………………………Chapter Meeting

Victory Drive Flag Support (Iwo Jima Team)

Jul 4th Weekend……………Flag Posting, Victory Drive
Jul 11 TBD….......................Flag Retrieval, Victory Drive, Volunteers Needed

Sick and in Need of
Prayers and Healing
Joe Thornton
Dave Smart
Seth Harp
Mrs. Byrnside

Chapter Sponsors
Special Note:
Bobbie & Don Dakin, with
KPDK, offered for each referral that results in a closed sale,
they will contribute $100 to the
MOAA scholarship fund.

COLA Watch

The May Consumer Price Index of
232.908 increased 0.6 percent compared to last month. It remains .6 percent below the FY 2014 COLA baseline. The Consumer Price Index for
June 2015 is scheduled to be released
on July 17, 2015.

of the committee’s original proposals
remain in the final bill.
Although lawmakers submitted over
600 amendments, only a handful made
it into the final bill.
Several significant amendments, which
would have prevented further erosion
to pay and benefits, never saw the light
of day. Left out were amendments that would have granted
a full active duty pay raise,
blocked a five percent reduction to housing allowances,
prevented further cuts to
commissary benefits, and prohibited increased TRICARE
pharmacy fees. We thank the
senators who introduced these
amendments.
The following table shows
where we currently are with
the House and Senate-passed
defense bills:

Note: Military retiree COLA is calculated based on the CPI for Urban
Wage Earners and Clerical Workers
(CPI-W), not the overall CPI. Monthly
changes in the index may differ from
national figures reported elsewhere.

Defense Bill Clears Senate

On Thursday, the Senate overwhelmingly passed its version of the FY16
defense bill, defying a veto threat from
the administration. The 71-25 vote
means the Senate has enough support
to override the veto, should that occur.
The administration threatened to veto
the defense bill because it exceeds
budget caps put in place by sequestration. The bill attempts to circumvent
the budget caps by funding base operations using special war accounts. War
accounts are not subject to sequestration.
In a surprising move, lawmakers
rejected the Senate Armed Services
Committee’s recommendation to privatize commissaries. However, many

Now that both chambers have passed
their respective versions of the defense
bill, House and Senate lawmakers will
go to conference to iron out differences. Leadership from the Armed Services Committees announced that they
hope to complete their work before the
August recess.
When conferencing begins, we will
need your help. During this process,
we’ll ask you to contact your legislators
in support of the House version of the
defense bill.

We sincerely appreciate all of our
members who take the time to contact
Congress. We need your effort and
support to remind Congress not to
balance the budget on the backs of the
military.

Defense Bill Clears Senate

The House and Senate have approved
their versions of the defense bill, and
they don’t see eye to eye on the commissary.
The Senate unfortunately took aim at
the commissary system in its version
of the National Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA). Senate lawmakers cut
$322 million from the commissary
budget. A cut this big will lead to
increased prices, reduced operating
hours and days of operation, and a
reduction in store staff.
Also tucked inside the bill was language allowing DoD to increase prices
in stores to cover costs.
Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D-Md.)
sponsored
an amendment to
restore
the $322
million
funding and
to strike
language
that would
allow DoD
to adjust commissary prices, but her
amendment did not come to a vote.
Even though her amendment wasn’t
voted on, as Vice Chairwoman of the
Senate Appropriations Committee,
Mikulski rejected the commissary cut
and provided full funding.
Every year Congress works on two major types of legislation: authorization
bills and appropriation bills.
Authorization bills tell federal departments (like DoD) and agencies what to
do. Appropriations bills fund federal

agencies. Appropriations bills distribute money to federal departments,
agencies, and programs. These bills tell
DoD how much they can spend and
where the money will go.
Currently, the money for the commissary is in the Senate appropriations bill
but the authorization to spend it is not
in the Senate authorization bill.
The House passed its version of the
authorization bill in May. In it, House
lawmakers rejected the cuts to commissary funding. The House defense
appropriations bill included full funding for the commissary in the budget.
The Senate is currently working on
its version of the defense appropriations bill. Once passed, it will go to
conference where differences between
the House and Senate bills must be
resolved.
The defense authorization bill is also
headed to conference. We are hopeful
that funding for the commissary subsidy will be restored during this process.
Ultimately, without the funding, the
cost of operating the commissary will
slowly shift to you, the shopper.
MOAA thanks Senator Jim Inhofe
(R-Okla.) and Mikulski (D-Md.) for
leading the charge to prevent privatization of commissaries.
If you are on social media, thank Senators Inhofe and Mikulski for fighting
for commissaries. You can contact
them here: Senator Inhofe @JimInhofe
and Senator Mikulski @SenatorBarb .

Top Docs Squash Privatization
Talks

The military’s top doctors told lawmakers they do not support proposals
to privatize TRICARE. In Congressional testimony, senior military
medical leaders addressed health care
reforms recommended by the Military
Compensation and Retirement Modernization Commission (MCRMC).
The report, released earlier this year,
recommended privatizing TRICARE

and creating a new Joint Readiness
Command.
Although the surgeons general all expressed appreciation for the time and
effort put forward by the MCRMC,
they were unanimous in rejecting the
TRICARE privatization proposal. They
cited several reasons for rejecting the
proposal, including increased costs
and the negative impact to readiness
training.
Under the MCRMC proposal, known
as TRICARE Choice, millions of
TRICARE beneficiaries would move
to commercial, private sector health
plans. The plans, administered by the
Office of Personnel Management,
would be similar to those offered to
federal civilians. According to the
MCRMC, TRICARE Choice would
give servicemembers and their families
more choices in health care coverage.
However, the commission says that
military families would pay up to four
times more in health care costs.
According to Army Surgeon General
Patricia Horoho, TRICARE Choice
“would negatively impact the readiness of our entire health care team and
present financial challenges for active
duty families and retirees.”
Having TRICARE compete with the
private sector “would drive up administrative costs and significantly detract
from the operational mission of our
medical facilities,” said Air Force Surgeon General Mark Ediger.
“It is critical to understand that our
direct health care system connects with
the battlefield and exists to provide
health readiness to our soldiers and
their families,” said Horoho. “This is
what separates us from the civilian
health care system.”
This message echoes what MOAA
President, VADM Norb Ryan, USN
(Ret) told lawmakers in February. Ryan
said that problems with TRICARE “can
be addressed in a systemic manner
without resorting to its elimination.”

The surgeons general also rejected
the creation of a new Joint Readiness
Command, saying that current and
existing reforms are providing the
desired changes. The surgeons general
said the recent establishment of the
Defense Health Agency (DHA) aims to
standardize common or shared services between the three military medical
commands, such as a joint Health
Information and Technology service.
MOAA agrees, and has consistently
said that the largest barrier to an
efficient and highly reliable health
care organization is the three-service
system. Instead of creating a far-reaching command tasked with handling
the entire scope of joint readiness,
MOAA suggests building upon the
current DHA structure and establishing a unified medical command with
a single budget authority, one that can
reduce redundancies and produce cost
savings.
MOAA appreciates the time Congress
is taking to analyze the MCMRC
health care proposals before taking
action, and supports initiatives that
strengthen TRICARE for beneficiaries
and sustains military medical readiness.
At the conclusion of the testimony,
Rep. Joe Heck (R-Nev.) emphasized
Congress’s desire to improve TRICARE, saying they “look forward to
continuing to work … to make TRICARE the premier health care provider in the nation.”

Officers

President/Chairman
COL Biff Hadden
			706-615-2455
President Elect 		
Need Nominations to assume 		
			President Jan 2016
Vice President
LTC Mike Karabasz
			706-330-7219
Secretary
LTC Frank McCanham
			706-324-2926
Asst Secretary		
Glenn Huber
Treasurer		
MAJ Tom Lokey
			904-868-9540
Asst Treasurer		
COL Joe Thornton
			706-327-1101
Staff Judge Advocate 		
COL Bob Poydasheff			
			 706-327-9415
Auxiliary President		
Jan Litton
			706-563-2314

Directors 2015-2016 Term

MAJ Roy Burns 		
LTC Gary DeMars
LTC Sam Nelson 		
LTC Earl Cheal 		
LTC Bob Madayag
LTC Don Mortenson
COL John House 		

2014-2015
2014-2015
2014-2015
2013-2014
2013-2014
2013-2014
2013-2014

706-323-9387
334-291-9864
706-568-4592
706-575-6761
706-321-0065
706-718-4879
706-573-2389

Committee Chairs – (Appointed)

Auxiliary
Trish Hadden 		
706-593-5201
Chaplain
Arnie Goodman 		
706-575-6837		
		
LTC Sam Nelson 		
706-568-4592
Legislative
LTC Gary DeMars
334-291-9864
Membership
LTC Bob Madayag
706-321-0065
Military Affairs LTC Sam Nelson 		
706-568-4592
Newsletter
Megan Feret
megan.feret@gmail.com
Personal Affairs LTC Ben Stahl 		
706-464-0538
Programs
COL Mark Suich 		
706-587-3452
Special Soldier Support Glenda Osborne
334-298-1076
TOPS Liaison
COL Joe Thornton
706-327-1101
Public Affairs
_____________
Scholarships
LTC Ben Stahl 		
706-464-0538
Webmasters			
Biff & Trish Hadden		
trishhadden1@gmail.com		

